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REPORT.

The tollowing Report is issued in accordance with 29th Vict., No. 298, sect. 57,
iving the required general information respecting the progress of the Post Office and
‘elegraph Department, the chief incidents connected with its administration, and
details of the business transacted in its several branches during the year ended
381st December 1879.

No change was made in the postal law during last year.

The arrangement of the double staff in the Mail Branch of the General Post
Office, established in October 1878, continues to work satisfactorily, and has to a very
great extent facilitated the transmission and delivery of the public correspondence.

The new regulations relating to the emp of telegraph letter
carriers, stampers, sorters, &c., approved by the Governor in’ Council to take effect
from 1st July 1879, have given general satisfaction to the persons immediately
concerned, and will, it is believed, be found conducive to the future efficient working
of the Department.

The leading principle adopted is that all persons shall enter the subordinate
grades, cither as telegraph messengers or assistant letter carriers, at the minimum rate
Gf pay ; the messengers after reaching the maximum pay of that class being eligible
for appointment as assistant operators or assistant clerks ; or, if they have failed to
qualify themselves for those positions, will be appointed letter carriers, when they \v{]l
receive an annual increment of pay until they reach the maximum amount ; they will
then be eligible for promotion to the rank of sorters. Sorters to be selected solely
from the senior letter carriers, the former practice of appointing youths as assistant
sorters having been abandoned.

Every person newly entering the service is required to produce a medical
certificate that he is free from infirmity of body or mind, and also a certificate from
the Department of Public Instruction that he has been educated up to the required
standard or pass an examination as to his edueational attai

Various other of the regulations previously in force were also
adopted, and are being carried out with evident advantage to the service.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.
Revenue.
The gross Postal Revenue for the years 1878 and 1879, including commission
on Money Orders, &c., was—
1878 £191,515
1879 197,675
showing an increase of £6,160, or 3-21 per cent.
The gross Telegraph Revenue for the years 1878 and 1879 was—
1878 £60,287
1879 56,704
showing a decrease of £3,583, or 5:94 per cent. .
The total Postal and Telegraph Revenue for 1879 amounted to £254,379,
a8 against £251,802 for 1878, showing an increase of £2,577, or 1-02 per cent. B
A2
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Eapenditure.

The gross Expenditure of the Department for the year 1879, including col-
lections on account of other Governments and commission to licensed vendors of
postage stamps, amounted to £351,854, as against £344,522 for the year 1878, showing
an increase of £7,332, or 212 per cent.

KENENUE. | EXELNDITURE,
tos 5 £ s
Revenue, including postage fees on regis- Salaies and wages, occasional assistance,
tered letters, commission on money orders, ‘and overtime 169,188 14 10
commission allowed to li vendors ;
also collections on account of other | Contingencies* | 29821 510
Governments e 19767 2 0
| Commission to licensed vendors of postage
Blectric Telegraph collections, including | stamps ..o C e | 3G
smounts collected on account of other
colonies aud the Tasmanian Submarine Tolond mail serviee . .| 10465 16 3
Telograph Company o e o | 670412 1
| Gratuities to masters of vessels ... .. | 1989 6 &
Defleit ey [ 2 )
‘Estimated amount of postal collections on
1 ‘accoust of otber Governments | 2700 0 0
| Steam postal communication with Great
Britain_vid Sucz, Sen Francisco, and
| "orves Straits e e | 281 5 9
Electric Telegraph collections £ s. d.
|| onaccount ot TasmanianSul
il marine Telegraph Company 1,288 7 10 |
Due by other colonies ... 1,286 16 10
s o
Cost f conveying telegrams dw
i Tuption of cable 1817 8 0
lasteme 0 3 |as1854 0 8
. o Publis

With reference to the above-mentioned deficit it may be stated that the value of
telegrams sent on the Government service for which no payment was made amounted
to £19,839. Credit is also due to the Dep for the free ission of all
official ‘correspondence, the postage on which it is estimated would amount to over
£30,000. Out of the item for conveyance of inland mails £31,804 was paid to the
Railway Department. ;

"Among other duties performed by officers of the Department, besides those
appertaining to the Post Office and Telegraph Branch of the Government Service, are
those of Receiver and Paymaster, which are conducted by the Postmasters and
Telegraph Managers at the following offices :—

Avoca Casterton Kyneton
Bright Charlton Talbot

Bulo Buln Colac Wood’s Point,
Castlemaine Heatheoto

The officers in_charge at the above-named places are paid by the Treasurer
small allowances, ranging from £20 to £50 per annum, except n one instance, where
nothing is received by the Postmaster for the extra dutics.

he effect of this arrangement is a_considerable saving of expense to the
Government, as in most of the cases the services of third or fourth class officers were
previously retained by the Treasury for the performance of the work; but, on the
other hand, it entails on this Department additional cost, for which no consideration
is received, as, in consequence of the time of the Postmasters being occupied in the
transaction or oversight of duties foreign to their own department, extra assistance
has in some instances to be employed and paid for by this Department to ensure the
prompt despatch of the Post Office and Telegraph business.

It may likewise be observed that stores required for the transaction of Treasury
business at the offices referred to is supplied by and is consequently paid for out of
the votes of the Post Office Department.



Erecrric TELEGRAPHS.

Central Telegraph Offce.

The increased number of telegraph offices within the city has materially
augmented the duties of the staff at the central office, and it has been found
indispensably necessary that provision should be made for additional operators, in
order to discharge the business efficiently.

. The telegraphic business formerly conducted by means of mounted messengers
between the Central Telegraph office and the Custom Fouse and Hobsons Bay
Railway station has been more satisfactorily provided for by divect wire circuits
between those points. Telegrams are now forwarded by wire instead of messenger,
and a saving, both in time and expense, has been thereby effected.

‘. In the battery room, the circuits have been clearly traced out, marked, and
labelled in such a manner as to obviate the difficulty and loss of time when wires
are required to be identified. The service is laboring under very serious disad-
vantages through the inconvenience attendiuér the present position of the battery room,
which apartment should be on the ground floor ; the batterics, I am informed, should
never, properly speaking, have been placed on the upper floor of the building, and
probably would not have been so placed had not the contingency of temporary office
accommodatiori led to the adoption of this objectionable course.

The ‘operating room has undergone a few trifling improvements such as were

racticable under the existing imperfe i for conducting
the business in the premises now occupied for that purpose. The disadvantages
occasioned by the ill-adapted wooden buildings press heavily on the energies of the
department, and add to the labors of the staff generally.

‘With the view of reducing these inconveniences as much as possible, care has
been taken to place the various instruments in such positions as to present the greatest
facilities for testing and localising occasional faults or defects in the circuits, and at the
same time to have the many operators and others employed in the room more dircetly
under the immediate observation of the manager or officer in charge.

Notwithstanding the changes and rearrangement of working details announced
at page 4 of the last Departmental Report (1878), the arrangements arc still
necessarily imperfect from the causes already mentioned ; and, until suitable
provision may have been made for accommodating the business of the telegraph
in a manner commensurate with the present magnitude and growing importance of
that branch of the service, it cannot reasonably be anticipated that much further
improvement will be attainable.

Intercolonial Press Rates.

With a view to facilitate the ission of i lonial news for publi
in the press, in November last it was suggested to the colonies of New South Wales,
South “Australia, Western Australia, and Queensland, that a uniform rate of One
shilling and sixpence per hundred words (that is the present Victorian press rate)
should be charged by each colony upon press messages passing over their lines to
or from other colonies.

The negotiations have not been concluded, but there is every prospect of the
arrangement being carried out as regards New South Wales and South Australia
(except the Port Darwin line), when press telegrams to and from those colonies and
Victoria will be forwarded af a uniform charge of three shillings per one hundred
ords.

The Governments of Western Australia and Queensland have, however,
declined to reduce the tariff on their lines.
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Duplicate Cable.
Kscordt

to the i with the Eastern Extension Australasia
and China Telegraph Cemp:my, dated 4th December 1878, entered into on behalf of
the colonies of Victoria and New South Wales, the contract for the construction and
maintenance of a duplicate cable from Penang to Sivgapore, thence direct to Banjoe-
wangie, and thence to Port Darwin, for an annual subsidy of £32,400, was to be
signed on or before the 1st July 1879, and the cable had to be laid within eight months
of the date of signing the contract.
en, however, the contract was about to be signed the Imperial Government
effected an arrangement with the company for the construction of a cable between Aden
and Natal, the want of telegraphic communication with the latter place being severely
felt, as the Zulu war was thon in progress ; and, at the request of the Home authorities,
the Governments of Victoria and New South Wales consented to the cable that had
been manufactured for the Australian line being used for the Natal line, the company
agreeing on their part that the reduced rate for telegrams should come into force from
the date of signing the contract (instead of from the dae of the subsidy being payable
as stated in the agreement), provided that the time for completion of the cable was
extended to eight months ffom 1st July 1879,
A copy of the contract, as signed on the 6th May 1879, appears in Appendix O.
Under this contract it is provided that there shall be paid to the  company for
its own proportion of the charges on telegrams, the following rates, viz.
s d.
«ee 2 10 per word
. 15 perword
... 5 8perword

Any Government message
Any Press message ...
Any other message

Thns would make the total charge per word upon a message to England as

follows
7 .
g s B W i
s d| s d| sod
Foreign Administrations  ...| 3 9 | 3 9 39
Eastern Extension Co. 210 | 1 5 58
Port Darwin Line ... 12012 12
Victorian Line Wl 0101 01
Total ... | 710 | 65 | 108

Previously all messages were charged 10s. 8. per word.

Tn addition to the reduction of rates on Government and Press messages, the
more immediate advantage secured by the duplicate cable is the maintenance of
telegraphic communication with the United Kingdom, which on many oceasions had
been interrupted for considerable intervals, and the more rapid and correct transmission
of messages. Before the cable was duplicated a special steamer was engaged to convey
telegrams to and from Port Darwin and Batavia during interruptions to communication ;
the cost to Victoria of this service in 1879 was £1,817. The average time taken in
the transmission of a message from London to Australia was twelve to tw enty-four
howrs. A message now reaches its destination in from three to six hours, and telegrams
have been sent to London and replies received therefrom on the same day.

The reduced rates on Government and Press messages are c}mrgcd on telegrms
for and from such colonies only as have expressed their
the cable subsidy.

At the confclencc of delegates, held in Melhourne in May 1878, when represen-
tatives of Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, Queensland, and New
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Zealand, were present, and the establishment of duplicate telegraphic communication
was determined upon, it was agreed “that the cost of the subsidy be paid by the

different Australasian colonies ratably in proy to their respective p

At present the contributors are Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia,
and New Zealand, the Government of the last-mentioned colony having consented to
pay its proportion of the subsidy subject to the ratification of Parliament.

In last Report (page 14) it was mentioned that steps had been taken with the
view of securing rep ion of the lasi at the I ional
Telegraphic Convention to be held in London in 1879, and which took place in
July of that year, when the Australian Colonies represented were Victoria, South
Australia, and New Zealand, the Right Honorable Hugh C. E. Childers, M.P., Agent-
General, acting on behalf of this colony ; and he was, as previously stated, requested
to cause consigeration to be given to the following points : —

1. Absolute uniformity of practice tk hout all ing lines between
England and Australia in relation to codification of telegrams, an
especially the cipher code.

2. Correction of errors in ission by repeating tel free of
charge to the receiver.

3. Prompt notification to the terminals of any cause of intermediate inter-
ruption on sea or land lines, and the probable duration of such cause
for delay in telegrams.

4. Reduction in tariff rates on #7ough telegrams, on the basis of a lower

ionable rate over i iate land and sea lines.

prop

The Conference, after twelve sittings, terminated its deliberations on the 28th
July, and adopted new regulations (which have been approved by this Government),
to take effect from Ist April 1880.

‘With regard to the first point it may be stated that, under the existing rules,
five figures are allowed to pass for the price of one word, and ten letters are allowed to
a word when used as a cipher ; but the use of one cipher word or group of figures
zender tho whols message chargeable with ffty per cext. additional es for collation
or repetition, and such collation or repetition is compulsory. Under the new rules
three igures or three letters are allowed to he sent as a cipher word and repetition,
and consequently the collating charge is not compulsory. [t is, however, necessary
that proper names should be used in their natural sense, or the words are chargeable
with the cipher rate.

ams may be sent in any of the following languages :—English,
French, German, Italian, Dutch, Portuguesc,aSpanish, and Lagin.
he second point has been conceded. The new rules provide that when it is
found necessary to forward a message asking for repetition of a telegram that appears
to contain errors, upon its being ascertained that the mistakes occurred in the frans-
mission of the telegram, the cost of the message asking for a repetition is refanded to
the sender upon application.

Point 3.—A rule has been introduced providing that, in case of any inter-
ruption on the lines, such interruption shall, in the first instance, be telographed to
the Central Bureau of the Conference at Berne, and thence immediately noified to all
the G d with the C 8

As to the fourth point, though nothing was accomplished at the Conference in
this matter, yet, under the agreement entered into with the Cable Company, consider-
able reduction has been made in the charges for press and Government messages to
and from Victoria, particulars of which will be found on page 12.

TELEGRAPH Lines.—Avpprrionar Wires, Extexsions, Erc.

The extension to the Gippsland Lakes Entrance has been carried out, and the
wires extended from Bairnsdale to Cunninghame vié Bruthen.

The lines have also heen extended from Bruthen to Omeo, from St. Arnaud to
Donald, from Hamilton to Macarthur, from Casterton to Merino, aud from Berwick to
Beaconsfield.

An additional special wire has been run from Melbowrne to Flinders in
connection with the Tasmanian cable.
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The wires have been transferred from the ordinary roads to the railway routes
between Ballarat and Creswick, and between Maryborough and Dunolly.
A special wire has heen erected between the Hcad%ﬂ‘ice and the Custom House,
which has obviated the necessity for employing mounted messengers.
epairs, more or less extensive, have been carried out, o ave in_progress, on
the following lines :—Portland and Belfast, Geelong and Werrihee, Ballarat and
Geelong, Ballarat and Smythesdale, Dunolly and Inglewood, Frankston and
Mordialloc, Melbourne and Echuea, Sale and Port Albert, Kilmore and Heathcote,
Beechworth and Bright, Jamieson and Wood’s Point, Camperdown and Warrnambool,
and Hexham and Mortlake.
to tel

p i creating i i and expense,
not infrequently arises from causes which are quite beyond the power of the Depart-
ment to prevent or control. The wilful hreaking of the insulators by boys addicted
to the prevalent_habit of stone throwing has often produced stoppage of communica-
tion for several hours. _Since, however, public attention has been called to the fact
that such offenders arc liable to imprisonment, ora fine of £10, the mischievous practice
has to some extent abated.

In the district between Werribee and Geelong trouble was, however, occasioned
in an unusual and peeuliar manner. Some of the wires attached to poles on a line
erected over the open plain, between those places, and which is ncarly destitute of
trees having been removed, new wires were put up in their places. In the course of
this work the small tic wires used for fastening the old lines to the insulators had been
thrown to the ground and left there. These pieces of wWire were seized upon by the
magpies, which are numerous in the neighbourhood, and utilized by them in the
construction of theit nests, which they built near the tops of the poles between the
insulators ; and, as in many cases the small wires were brought into contact with
different lines, ication was i ipted until the ol ions were di d
and removed.

Notwithstanding that attention was specially called in the last Report, as on
previous oceasions, to the fact of the telegraph heing so extensively, and it is believed
often needlessly, used for official business, and that the Ministers presiding over the
different branches of the service were directly communicated with on the subject, it
appears that the number of telegrams transmitted free as “On Her Majesty’s Service”
has still further increased.

Tpon reference to Appendix C it will be found that such messages numbered
in 1879, 284,317, which represented in value the sum of £19,839, or more than one-
third of the total receipts for private messages, and the increase of free Government
telegrams over those transiitted in 1878#was 48,058, value, £3,318.

It cannot be doubted that a large portion of the business which formed the
subject of the 284,317 free telegrams referred to could have been equally well dealt
with by letter, and that the sending of this large number of Government messages
oceupied the wires and the time of operators and messengers to the prejudice of the
prompt despatch and delivery of private telegrams, also adding unnecessarily to the
expenditure of the Department, without bringing'in any equivalent return. It-appears
therefore to be imperatively necessary, both in the intcrests of the public who use the
telegraph, and on economical grounds, that this almost unlimited use of the wires
should be checked.

SraTemext of Expenditure for Telegraph Lines, Stations, &c., for 1879

Faetiutars. Amount. Total Amount.
Total Bxpenditure for Lines, Stations, &, up to 31st December 1878 ‘ s 1 5
ExeExpiTURS DURING 1879,
Main Extension of Lines, &c, to 315 December 22,600 11 2
New Buildings and Repairs to existing Buildings 2842 6 11
£ 47,094 18 1
Comezxt EXPENDITURE DURING 1879, t £591,168,
Rentof Temporary Offices we  we e e s om £2,948
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Local and Intercolonial Business.
Sratexext showing the Vietorian and Intercolonial Business for the Years 1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, 1873,

874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879.
| 1870, 187 | 1872,
— | - S [
i L sovie, | e | tovnte, | et | R | g | Bevem.
lessac.| Heamgen stemagis
| & & T wa £ s d £ s d
* Betmeen Victrian tations g | oufse § 8 | swoem | wfnds S | wosw | wrbre i § | soner | mbuss §
] ]
018 | a0 s | ma | cum s
gLt um B omedEmlames
e 3ot | i | 0| e | S
o 8| e B
i am | WB | amAY | gE |
G o 7 | il e
nen el e ko A
mo | i) o4s moomn |
. .
Bs - P aor S X
i 3 ! i
it | e, | i | vevnse, | e | oome, | ot | o
Fpicd B M, LA
e R e T
e vt | s | ooty § | oo | sofeo § § | oy | shioioh | oo | e 3 §
From—
s | e | gowin | wm | ez s | mms | e s | s | gt
Tlamemanno o) B EER gm0 GmecloEmoamnelaml gEs
oom T | Gl | s me ) ome | wmed ot st
Queensiand. 3270 1567 4 8 7,1 LT 7 6 n,m 225214 7 | 25815 2
Spcenend o Yo, G2 gE B Le | g ] a2l 1| oo | sl
South Amtrala to Victorl 10541 et 3 | a8k | ze 76 lma 62 810 | | 363 s
o sl o | pmu | o) me e Ao Haan | st
Tnsropls to R 4485 1523 2 0 4666 [ [T a2 | 1167319 0 | | 1815 o
. | 1878 10
- e — o
el I e R e
s, | s,
g T T T
vesn | wba 3 s | whe S | sm | sl
VP IR — R P [P e —
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ReBoccs Gy o .t o for

Srarzxex howing tho Bxtonsion of Telegraph Lines in the
TLines in Progress, &c.

osts same.

e apesaion s Jamvics 1870

Australasian Colonics during 1879, also

Tines Brested, | Linen Dismantied, | Uiog8 in Frogrees at. (Total Number of iles| s | e |z

ooy | ooy o | s | s | e o | |

206 | 268 | o | o | 80 | 100 [ 4ges| ses] 12 . ; 149

o Y 1 u | o | om0 o

Western Australin | 4 8 - . 1608 | 16728 1 . o7
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an Telegraphic Business transacted with Enrope and the East during
the Year 1879.

Srarsuent showing Australa:

Trassmitae, ot
Colontes.. o i
Vale, ficoy Valae. Labe s Valuo.

! £ s d ! £ sd £ s d

Victoria ... 4194 | 36866 9 1 3,174 28,369 0 11 7,368 65,235 10 0
South Australia 1,687 | 11,207 18 0 1,824 7,740 4 7 3211 18948 2 7
New South Wales ... 3,081 18,470 16 0 2,961 22,364 18 5 6,042 40,835 14 5
Queensland ... . 343 2,113 19 4 347 2222 6 7 690 4,386 511
Tewanls . . .| 15 693 19 10 a7 s a2 | 250 | 126 3 0
New Zealand Lezs . 1assi1z 1 | nse | 1273817 6 | o169 | 2040 9 7
Western Australia ... 160 745 811 138 8 8 1 208 148817 0
. Tk o] mssc | sag0 s s | s | 7arevio s | s | i 2 6

Srammamyr showing the Telegraphic Interruptions which have taken place in the Submarine Cables
during the Year 1879.

Teriod o Tterruption.
Catie. Where Tnterapte.
T
1878, 1879, | Dy b
Indiaand Avstralia .. ..|Dec.20 ...|Jan.8 .| 10 0 |Between Batavis and Singapore.
10,
& P <or | March 26... \ March 27...| 0 19 |Westof Sourabaya.
» » . ..|May2s .. May30 .| © 21 |NearPortDarwin.
» W woo|June2s ...|Juneso .| 1 o |Between Bstavia and Singapore.
o » wofuly e | Juyas 20 0 | Between Port Darwin and Banjoewangie.
» " Sept. i Sept. 22 7 0 |Between Batevia and Singapore,

v daring 1879,

Rerur showing Net Revenue from 1st January to 31st December 1879,

s d £ e d
Cush receipts paid into Treasury, from 1st January to 815t December 1879 5670412 1
Less amount due 1o other colonies on account of intereolonial business for sar
‘period i—
Bass Cable Company 7 s 5 el 1288 710
55416 4 8
Amount duo Ly other colodies on account of intersolonisl busines for ssme
periy!
Yo South Woles R 508 6 5
South A s 72019 1
e 1211
12816 10
Tessgs 11

STARF OF THE DEPARTMENT.

During the year 1879, 15 officers were dismissed or dispensed with, 10
yetired in_consequenice of their having attained the age of sixty years, 23 resigned,

additional Letter Carricrs have been appointed to the suburban districts, as
follows :—One for East Melbourne, one for Carlton, one for Flemington, one for
Brunswick, one for Fitzroy, and one for Kew.
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The following is a statement showing the strength and distribution of the
permanent and temporary staff’ of the Department: —
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StameaeNT showing the Strength and Distribution of the Staff of the Department, &e.—continued.

i I %%? 4l
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Retuex of the Officers, &c., of the Melbourne Establishment Absent from Duty on account of Tllness
during the Year 1879.

| omeers ke Nomberot |
Days | s
pronch. [ Brmeis:
Employed. | Absent. | |
I
Correspondence branch o1 2 s
. Accounts branch w4 1
Mail branch ... | w8 801 [ One officer absent 77 days, ons 41 days, one 44
I | days, and eleven during 205
Money Order and Savings Bauk | 21 12 156 [ B St aeg T
branch
Stamp branch . 7
Dead Letter branc ol T s One ofiicer absent during 41 days.
Stores and Printing branch E I i T ol sheees Sung 93 fas
Electric Telegraph branch | a 258 | Four officers absent during 118 day.

R T Sixipconr, fvtle ASSUADIS employein Che head offce, orty-two ere abicat o the Wholo during 317 deys, oat of Which
cmbeg e prsons e AP TS dag.

ot e i v ore s e 90 Qv ot of e e or shon £ v
ol Sty. e MESSeLEers, IeDty-HWo Were GLseat durl OF days, OUt6f WAGh BUDes (o were sbscnt 0 daye.
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BumpiNgs.—GENERAL Post OFFICE.

The inadequacy of the present accommodation in the General Post Office
building to transact the constantly increasing business has of late been so much felt
that, in view of the fact that additional space would shortly become an inevitable
necessity, an agreement was entered into with the owner of the adjoining property,
fronting Post grﬁﬁce place, for the lease of the ground for a period of scven years,
from 1st October 1879, at £950 per annum, with power to renew for a further period
of seven years, and with right of purchase at £14,000 at expiration of either of those
periods. _Subsequently the three-storied brick building at the corner of Angel lane
was also leased at £300 per annum, with right of purchase at £6,000 under similar
conditions to those above stated.

The Government in 1876 purchased the land, 63 feet x 61 feet, immediately
behind that before mentioned, for £4,750. As possession is thus secured of the
whole of this valuable block, which is regarded as indispensable to the Department,
a proposal is under consideration to erect temporary buildinghs for Electric Telegraph,

oney Order and Savings Bank offices, Battery rcom, &c., having an entrance from
Bourke street, to be used pending the completion of the General Post Office building
according to the original design, these temporary erections being then available for
stores and other necessary offices.

The General Post Office building has been thoroughly cleansed, repaired, and
painted internally. .

Orner Bumpmves.

New buildings at Bright, Charlton, Chewton, Clunes, Dandenong, Flinders,
and Sandridge West have been erected.

A Dranch Post and Telegraph Office has been erected on a portion of the
reserve at the junction of Elizabeth street north and Victoria street occupied by the
Department as a storeyard.

Branch Telegraph Offices have also been fitted up at Flinders-street and St. Kilda
Railway Stations.

e wooden building recently used at Stuartmill has been removed to, and
re-erected at, Donald, and a battery and store room added.
A new building is in progress at Richmond.

At Benalla land has been purchased, on which it is intended to build 2 new
post and telegraph office.

Alterations and repairs have been effected at Mortlake, Walhalla, &e.

Premises have been rented during the year at the following places :—Ballarat
Bast, Brunswick, Carlton, Cunninghame (Lakes Entrance), Durham Ox, Eastern
Market, Fitzroy North, Flemington, Kew, Macarthur, Merino, Moe, Mooroopna,
Myrtleford, Omeo, Shepparton, Traralgon, and Wedderburn.

A new pattern of iron recciving pillar has been adopted, which, besides being
neater and more suited to the purposes, costs little more than a third of the price of
the old deseription.

New letter pillars have been crected during the year at Caulfield, Chewton (2),
Daylesford, Flemington ; Gippsland Station, Flinders street ; Hobson’s Bay Station (2),
Kew, Prahran, Sfﬁ{ﬂda, St. Kilda and Brighton Road, St. Kilda Road.

The postal receptacles in Melbourne and suburbs now number 186.

New Posr anp TErEGRAPE OFFICES.
Sixty-five new Post Offices were opened in 1879 at the places named below :—

Arundel Cudgewa Kileunda Moonlight Flat  Tarwin
Baddaginnie Dooboobetic Killawarra Musk Creek Tawonga
Blampied Elliminys Koondrooks Narraport Towahawk
Bolinda. Ellinbank Korongvale arracan West  Toonalook
Calivil ornhill o Nulla Nulla, Trafalgar
Capel’s Crossing ~~ Gerangamete TLockbart Nulla Warra Tyrendarra
Cape Schanck Lenloth Lubeck (Railway Perry Bridge Ulupna,
Caralulup orombat Station) uambatook Ulupna West
Carapooes (Railway Gooroomadda Marnoo odborough Waggarandall

Station) ranya Marmngi t. Kilda West  Wanalta
Childers enley Metung cott’s Creek Warrall
Chintin Hoddie's Creek  Mincha West Strathmerton Woosang
Coonover Bridge  Jung Jung (Railway Mirboo Tarranginnie Yalea
Coromby Station) Mitchell’s Hill
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The Post Offices at Cove, Lower Alma, and Swift's (,r(-,ck have been closed.
The names of the follovun% offices have been changed :—Ulupna West to
“Yielima” ; Charlton to « cmm ; Charlton East to u Chazlton” f Ec}um,,a. to
5 Morwell to  Morwell Bud"c” 5 and

Mol R,ufv.av Station 1o & Mol
Post Office Savings Banks have been opened at the following places :—

Ballarat Bast, Cablon Titzroy North Gordons Shepparton
i ald Tlemington Healesville
Burwood Eifsabeth st, North Gortas Square  Market street

Money Order Offices have been established in connection with Post Offices at
the places named helow —

Ballarat East Cobuna Goldsborough Myrileford Warragal
DBriagolong Drouin Lomne Nathalia Werracknebeal
Burwood Llizabeth st. North Macedon St Milds West  Waoroonooke
Chetwynd Golden Square  Morwell Yalla Yurrawonga.

The Money Order Offices at Noorat, Lake Mundx, and Cohuna have been

Telegmphlc communication has been extended to the localities named below,
the duties in connection therewith being conducted at the respective Post Offices at
those places :—

Ballarat Bast Donald Omeo Whittlesea
Beaconsfield Drouin . Morwell Shepparton ¢
Cunninghame Fitaroy North Myrileford Vanghan

Branch telegraph offices have also been opened at the Hobson’s Bay Railway
Station, Flinders street, Elizabeth street North, the Eastern Market, St. Kilda Railway
Station, and at Sandudge ‘West (Railway Picr).

¢ ‘elegraph Offices in councetion with the Railway Circuit have also been opened
at the following places :—

Buangor Drysdale Horsham Lubeck Wabgunyah
Dandenong Glenorchy Jung Jung St. Amaud Warrenheip
The Telegraph Office at Stuartmill has heen closed.
The number of Post Offices on the 81st December 1879 was 1,069.,

Posrace Srames, Erc.

One hundred and thirty-seven new postage stamp licenses were issued and
sixty-one revoked during the year, making the “total number at the close of the
year 977, being an increase on 1878 of 7§ per cent.

No new stamp was issued during the year,

e following statement shows the denomination, number, and value of Postage
Stamps manufactured and issued at the General Post Office during the year 1879 :—

Maufactured. ‘ Tosued.
‘Donoatoation. | omber, Volwe, | Deaomivaticn. | wember. | vase
e d |k e d
Halfpemny sassoon| 1075 © 0| Wewpewy .. .| ssoue| s
One pen £620000| 19350 0 0 || Hulfpenny stamped news:| 4080 810 0
One penny post eards 870246 3020 0 © || puper wrappes

One "peny siamped mews: | 24000] 100 0 0 sy .| s100809] 21605 19 11
opomy peciin SRS 1
20771 66 10 1 || Goe Ty somped news:| 3508 7

w2 312 1 || paper whappers i
gevemystampedenvelopes | 20783 89 12 1
o .18573.280| 121,648 0 o [| Ono pewny faribiug stamped | 312 1

Twopeuny stamped envelopes 7| a0k 20 cm jopes |
Twoenetarting “stamped | 3158 3115 3 || Tvo {11008 120967 7 8
envel Iwopnmylumm(len lopes | s788L 482 7 4
Tourpeny sioooo|  ssw o 0| Twopdfrthing ‘stunged| 5506 30

iy Tsow| 1780 0 0 ! |

120000| 400 9 o 50,827 59
Oncsn]\ll\g o0 3w 0 0 i 20154 5000 11 4
“Two shill 26000 2400 0 0 830461 1455 13 0
Five hil 05| 149315 0 T | e gms 9 4
hilig staiiped telic| a4 014 0

raph toris i
One shilling o T s
Two shitling 16883 60
| Five e Lo 5 o
Totals . o [26a50510 | 18108 16 7 S e TAULE0[ 18870111 1
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